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Abstract. The purpose of this application is to conserve the well known beetle family

name anthribidae Billberg, 1820 (type genus Anthhbus Geoffroy, 1762) by giving it

precedence over choragidae Kirby, 1819 (type genus Choragus Kirby, 1819).

1. The genus Choragus and family choragidae were introduced by Kirby (1819,

p. 447) for the single species C. sheppardi (p. 448).

2. The name anthribidae was introduced by Billberg (1820, p. 39, as Anthribides).

The type genus is Anthribus; the history of this name has been discussed by Kerzhner

(BZN 48: 1 1 8), who has proposed that it be conserved with the authorship of Geoffroy

(1762, p. 306). I support Kerzhner's proposals and, on the assumption that they will be

accepted by the Commission, I do not suggest below any action concerning Anthribus

or the name of its type species (see proposals (l)(c), (6)(c) and (9)(h) on BZN48: 126,

127 and 129). Nominal species were first included in Anthribus by Forster (1770), and

A.fasciatus Forster, 1 770 (p. 5) was designated as type species by Jordan (193 1 , p. 287).

3. The family name anthribidae has been used in numerous works, relating to all

parts of the world, choraginae has been used occasionally at subfamily rank within

the anthribidae, but so far as I know never for a family-group taxon containing

Anthribus, even when its priority over anthribidae has been acknowledged (see

Holloway, 1982, p. 14). A change of the well established usage would only cause

confusion. A list of 1 1 representative works to illustrate the usage of anthribidae has

been given to the Commission Secretariat.

4. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly asked:

(1) to use its plenary powers to rule that the family-group name anthribidae

Billberg, 1 820 is to be given precedence over the name choragidae Kirby, 1819;

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name Choragus

Kirby, 1819 (gender: masculine), type species by monotypy Choragus sheppardi

Kirby, 1819;

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name sheppardi

Kirby, 1819, as published in the binomen Choragus sheppardi (specific name of

the type species oi Choragus Kirby, 1819);

(4) to place on the Official List of Family-Group Names in Zoology the following

names:

(a) ANTHRIBIDAE Billberg, 1820 (type genus Anthribus Geoffroy, 1762), with the

endorsement that it and other family-group names based on Anthribus are to

be given precedence over those based on Choragus Kirby, 1819;
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(b) CHORAGIDAEKirby, 1819 (type genus Choragus Kirby, 1819), with the

endorsement that it and other family-group names based on Choragus are

not to be given priority over those based on Anthrihus Geoffroy, 1762.
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